
2SLGBTQ+ in Peel 
Essentials, Myths, and Challenges 

Glossary 

 

2SLGBTQ+ - an acronym describing gender and sexual identities other than straight and cisgender 

(see below for those definitions); this acronym stands for “Two-Spirit, Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, 

Transgender, Queer, and others” 

• There are many versions of this acronym and many identities included in the +, people have 

different preferences about how many letters to include 

 

aromantic - describing someone who doesn’t or rarely experiences romantic attraction 

• There are several sub-categories of aromantic people who use more specific terms to describe 

how/when they experience romantic attraction, if they do at all 

 

asexual – describing someone who doesn’t or rarely experiences sexual attraction 

• There are several sub-categories of asexual people who use more specific terms to describe 

how/when they experience sexual attraction, if they do at all 

 

cisgender - the opposite of transgender, describing someone who identifies with the gender/sex they 

were raised as 

• Example: a woman who was called female when she was born, raised as a girl, and still 

identifies as a woman 

 

coming out - telling someone that you are queer, short for “coming out of the closet” (although most 

people just say “coming out” these days) 

• Queer people rarely come out just once. Since most people assume that everyone is straight 

and cisgender  

 

gender-affirming surgery, hormone therapy / hormone replacement therapy (HRT) - these methods 

are part of medical transition, where a transgender person makes changes to their body to reflect the 

gender they feel inside; gender-affirming surgery is often also called “gender-confirming surgery” and 

“transition-related surgery” (“sex reassignment surgery/SRS” is an older term)  

• There are different types of surgery and HRT 

• Not all trans people get surgery or take hormones; some do both, some do neither 

• It depends on personal preference and the physical risk factors of the person (for example, 

some people can’t have surgery because it’s dangerous due to their medical conditions) 

 

gender expression - how someone expresses their gender, a huge category covering things like 

clothing, manner of speaking, pronouns, and hairstyle 



• A person’s gender identity and gender expression don’t always “match”, for example a woman 

who dresses very masculine and is often mistaken for a man can still identify as a woman 

 

intersectionality - a word invented by scholar Kimberle Crenshaw to describe how Black women have 

a unique experience of oppression and discrimination; now the word is used more generally to talk 

about the experiences and oppressions of people who hold more than one marginalized identity 

• Example: a person who is deaf, East Asian, gay, and in poverty might use intersectionality to 

talk about how ableism (oppression against disabled people), racism, homophobia, and 

classism (oppression against people in poverty) come together to affect her daily life 

 

pronouns – the way that someone is referred to by other people; many people assume that there are 

only two sets of pronouns, “he/him/his” and “she/her/hers”, but actually there are many others 

• Example: “Alex went to the store to get eggs, then he picked up his clothes from the 

drycleaner” 

• “they/them/their/theirs” is a common set of pronouns used for non-binary people, although 

it’s also common to use these pronouns when you don’t know the gender of the person you’re 

referring to 

• Example: “Who left their bag here?” 

• In recent years, new pronouns have been invented to describe non-binary people, such as 

“ze/zer/zers” 

 

queer - the “Q” in the 2SLGBTQ+, we used it as a shorthand for the whole acronym because it is often 

used that way, as an umbrella term; generally, it means, “someone who is not straight or cisgender, 

or neither” 

• Note that queer was used as a derogatory slur for a long time, and still is, but starting in the 

1960s people in the LGBT community began to use it for themselves to remove its harmful 

impact 

 

queer visibility - can refer to things like: being recognized and seen as queer, queer identities being 

represented in the public world and in media 

• Visibility isn’t always positive, sometimes a queer person is more likely to face discrimination 

and violence if it’s obvious or known that they are queer 

 

non-binary - a group of gender identities that go beyond man and woman 

• some non-binary people feel that they are somewhat a man and somewhat a woman 

• some non-binary people feel that they are neither a man nor a woman 

• some non-binary people feel that they switch between being a man and a woman 

• some non-binary people have a more complex relationship to gender that isn’t covered here 

 

transgender/trans - the opposite of cisgender, describing someone who does not identify with the 

gender/sex they were raised as 



• Example: a woman who was called female when he was born, raised as a girl, but identifies as 

a man or non-binary 

 

straight - heterosexual, describing someone who likes a different gender from themselves 

• Example: a woman who likes men 

 

undetectable = untransmittable – a phrase used to describe the effectiveness of new HIV medicine 

and reduce prejudice against people who have HIV; medicines that reduce a person’s “viral load” of 

HIV to an undetectable amount basically make that person unable to infect someone else with HIV 

 

trap/trick – a derogatory way to refer to transgender women 

• There is a myth that trans women who pass as (look like) cisgender women will lure straight 

men into relationships, which will harm the men when they realize that their partner is trans. 

It is always a trans person’s choice about when or if to come out to someone. Men who are 

offended when their partners tell them they are trans should think critically about their 

prejudice. 

 


