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2SLGBTQ+ Communities
in Peel

Essentials, Myths, and Challenges

Agenda

1. Land 
Acknowledgment

2. Intro

3. The Peel Context

4. Case Study

5. Key Concepts: 
Intersectionality

6. Key Concepts: 
HIV+/AIDS stigma

Throughout:

True / False 
questions

Test your 
knowledge!

TRUE 
or 

FALSE?

The first Pride march in Canada was in 
Toronto.

FALSE

The first Pride march in Canada was actually 
a protest.  People marched on Parliament 
Hill in Ottawa in 1971 to protest against 
homophobic parts of the Criminal Code and 
Immigration Act.

Land 
Acknowledgement

▪ Anishnaabe
▪ Most recently the territory of the Mississaugas of 

the Credit First Nation

▪ Haudenosaunee

▪ Wendat

▪ Treaty territory: Head of the Lake Purchase

▪ Dish With One Spoon, Two-Row Wampum
▪ Let’s share the physical and verbal space

▪ Let’s respect each other’s opinions

▪ Let’s avoid making assumptions about each 
other
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Intro Disclaimer

▪ Facilitators have their own identities 
and biases that influence their 
knowledge

▪ These identities are based on a 
largely white, Western perspective of 
gender and sexuality

▪ People who are immigrants, 
racialized/People of Colour, and/or 
Indigenous have knowledge and 
views that may be different or similar 
to this perspective

TRUE 
or 

FALSE?

Some 2SLGBTQ+ people don’t find out 
that they are 2SLGBTQ+ until 
adulthood.

TRUE
Many people know they are 2SLGBTQ+ early in 
life, but don’t feel comfortable coming out until 
adulthood.

There are also many people who don’t start 
questioning their identities until adulthood.

This might be due to a lack of education, not 
meeting any 2SLGBTQ+ people, and/or being in 
man-woman relationships.

TRUE 
or 

FALSE?

Teens who identify as bisexual usually 
change their mind and identify as gay 
or lesbian later in life.

FALSE

The idea that bisexuality is a phase from 
straight to gay (or vice versa) is a common 

myth that is hurtful toward bisexual people.

Although identities can change over time, 

many bisexual people identify that way into 
and throughout adulthood.
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The Peel 
Context

▪ Whether in the closet or out, the 
experience of being 2SLGBTQ+ is 
different between the suburbs and 
the city

▪ Why is it important to talk about 
being 2SLGBTQ+ in the suburbs/Peel 
Region?

▪ Your role as D&I Ambassadors in your 
communities

TRUE 
or 

FALSE?

A person’s gender expression/outward 
appearance always corresponds to 
their gender identity.

FALSE

You can’t always tell how someone identifies 
based on how they dress, do their hair, or 

talk.

And while you usually might be correct 

about the pronouns that someone uses, 
don’t be surprised if they correct you. Take it 

with grace, and try to remember their 
pronouns!

TRUE 
or 

FALSE?

People only call themselves 
transgender if they want to have or 
have had gender-affirming surgery and 
hormone therapy.

FALSE
While that may have been truer in the past, these 
days having a transgender identity doesn’t have 
the association with surgery or hormone therapy.

Trans people have a variety of feelings about 
their bodies and make a variety of decisions 
about how they want to express that.

Case Study
answering the handout questions
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TRUE 
or 

FALSE?

There are some people who never 
become interested in sex or romantic 
relationships.

TRUE

These people might call themselves asexual
(don’t or rarely experience sexual attraction) 

or aromantic (don’t or rarely experience 

romantic attraction).

There is a huge variety among in terms of 
how/when they experience sexual and 

romantic attraction, if they do at all.

TRUE 
or 

FALSE?

Trap/trick is a derogatory way to refer 
to trans women.

TRUE

There is a myth that trans women who pass as 
(look like) cisgender women will lure straight 
men into relationships, which will harm the men 
when they realize that their partner is trans.

It is always a trans person’s choice about when 
or if to come out to someone. Men who are 

offended when their partners tell them they 
are trans should think critically about their 
prejudice.

Key 
Concepts

Intersectionality: 

▪ Scholar Kimberlé Crenshaw: Black 
women have a unique experience of the 
world

▪ More general use today: several 
marginalized identities can exist in one 
person, and they interact and affect that 
person’s life in a way that is more than 
the sum of their parts

▪ Recall “The Danger of a Single Story”

TRUE 
or 

FALSE?

Lots of teens and young adults identify 
as 2SLGBTQ+ because it’s the cool 
thing to do.

FALSE

Due to expanding acceptance of 2SLGBTQ+ 
around the world, people of all ages—
especially young people, connected by the 
internet—feel empowered to explore their 

identities.

While it might seem like suddenly everyone is 

2SLGBTQ+, the truth is that 2SLGBTQ+people 
have been around forever.
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TRUE 
or 

FALSE?

Most LGBTQ+ identities were invented 
in North America by white people.

FALSE…IT’S COMPLICATED
Many LGBTQ+ identity terms and social 
movements seem to start in the Western world, 
but many countries around the world are pushing 
for rights and acceptance in their own way.

Furthermore, anti-LGBTQ+ laws and attitudes in 
non-Western countries are often a result of 
European colonization and religious conversion 
(e.g. Uganda, the Philippines). 

You can find recent legal developments at 
Human Rights Watch, hrw.org

Key 
Concepts

HIV+/AIDS:

▪ Stigma/prejudice about being gay and having HIV 
was--and is—deadly

▪ Myths about gay men in particular continue today, 
leads to discrimination (even within 2SLGBTQ+ 
community)

▪ The truth: undetectable = untransmittable
▪ Modern medicine and education saves lives

▪ Did you know?
▪ Trillium Drug Plan was born from the 

Catastrophic Drug Plan, which was put in place 
thanks to the activism of 2SLGBTQ+ HIV+ folks 
and allies

TRUE 
or 

FALSE?

Transgender women cannot be 
included in women’s groups, 
feminist events, or similar spaces.

FALSE
Trans women are still women, even if they don’t 
have the same kind of upbringing as cisgender 
women.  

Excluding trans women from women’s or feminist 
groups on the basis that they are “biologically 
men” is extremely harmful and a view that is not 
based on modern science’s understandings of 
gender and the body.

TRUE 
or 

FALSE?

The Pride flag was updated recently.

TRUE

In 2017, the US city of Philadelphia edited the 
classic rainbow flag design to include a black 
and brown stripe, representing the importance 
of anti-racism and People of Colour’s 

contributions to 2SLGBTQ+ rights and culture.
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Thank you!
Take care and stay safe!


